ERIK SIKORA portfolio 2011 - 2019

www.eriksikora.com youtube.com/dzumelec

Erik Sikora vo svojej tvorbe pouziva nenaroc-
né, neprefabrikované, i podozrivo marketova-
né ¢i Siroko vyuzivané DIY postupy. V duchu
sucasnej klipovej kultury pracuje najma s
videom, ktoré casto komponuje s epickou
zvukovou poéziou. Jeho vided su zdznamami
zivych akcii na hranici nonsensu a poetické-
ho symbolizmu. Zaujima ho banalnost a jej
imaginativny potencial, skratka, nesputany
koncept zivota. Nastrojom jeho prieskumov
je kreativita ako spontanna situa¢na aktivita,
ktora oslobodzuje predstavivost od vzitych
navykov a pravidiel, umoznuje autentické
bytie, a potencialne moze spustit i povestna
socialnu bombu. Z pohladu kontrakultury
mozeme jeho pristup chapat aj politicky.
Mira Keratovd, 2014

Erik Sikora uses in his work uncomplica-

ted, non-prefabricated, but also suspiciously
marketed or widely adopted DIY methods.

In the spirit of the contemporary music video
culture he prefers, above anything else, wor-
king with video, often composed with epic
sound poetry. His videos are records of live
performances on the threshold of nonsense
and poetic symbolism. He is interested in ba-
nality and its imaginative potential; shortly, an
unbridled concept of life. His tool of research
is creativity as a spontaneous situational
activity that frees imagination of its inveterate
habits and rules, allows an authentic being,
and, potentially, can fire off the famous social
bomb. From the perspective of contra-culture
we can understand his method politically, too.



DOMACI VODOPAD
2014

video, 02:54

¢i ako ziva performance

Urobil som dealersku prezentaciu kachliciek s potlacou, ktoré vyraba firma kde pracujem. Hladal som moz-
nosti vypovede medzi vystupenim umelca a naozajstnou firemnou prezentaciou za tcelom predaja.

Kedze je mozné zvolit si uplne ¢okolvek ako motiv na kachlicky, dlho sme riesili najidealnejsi motiv pre
vSetkych. Vyhrava to (aj celosvetovo) motiv vodopadu - do kipelni vhodny ako symbol ¢istoty a sviezosti a
exotiky. Rozhodol som sa, Ze sa vodopadu budem venovat hlbsie a pripravim aj sofistikovany produkt priamo
pre naroc¢nejsich ucastnikov umeleckych podujati.

Pontkal som sluzbu domaci vodopad na kachlickach. Tento projekt som najprv otestoval na svojej babke,
strykovi a rodi¢och. Prisiel som k nim domov a navrhol som im, aby zo svojho okna vylievali vodu, to som
nafotil a vyslednu fotografiu zachytenu na keramickej alebo sklenenej obkladacke dostali ako produkt nasej
firmy. Takyto domaci vodopad bol oproti nejakej exotickej fotografii unikatnejsi, a navyse clovek nedostal
nervy, ze sa na to miesto nikdy nedostane, ale bol spokojny doma so svojim vodopadom.

Na zéaklade sirenia myslienky domacej exotiky vlastného vodopadu mi dobrovolnici posielaju fotky svojich
domacich vodopadov, ktoré sa uz liali nielen v Kosiciach, ale aj v Prahe, Dvore Kralové nad Labem, ¢i v ho-
landskom Maastrichte.

https://youtu.be/ Am0aVLIBkCE

DOMESTIC WATERFALL
video, 0251
or live performance

I made dealer presentation of tiles with printed graphic. These tiles are the products of company where I use
to work. I compared the possibilities of presentation as artist or as real dealer who need to sell everything.

You can have anything printed on tiles, so we tried to find the best ideal picture for good representation. We
chose the waterfall - global known representation of something clean, fresh and exotic- to your bathrooms. I
researched the waterfall more deep and I invented the sophisticated product for art audience.

Domestic waterfalls. I made experiments on my family - parents, uncle, grandmother. I asked them to make
stream of water out of their windows and I made a photo of this waterfall. This domestic waterfall is more
original and you are not jealous on exotic contries, you will have your own waterfall at your bathroom.

A desire to have own domestic waterfall is spreading from this video through the internet. Now I collect
hopefully the rich database not even from Kosice, but from Prague, Dvir Kralové nad Labem or Maastricht
in Holland too.




ZACHRANCA ZATEPLENIA

2013
video, 03:53

Videoesej, ktora reaguje na zateplovaci polystyrénovy boom na paneldkovy sidliskach. Prostrednictvom tohto
videa som rozsiroval vystraznu spravu, ze polystyrénové obklady st v ohrozeni, kvoli tomu, Ze si tam mozno
budu robit vtaciky hniezda. Nasledne som mohol pdsobit ako hrdina, ktory ma rieSenie a neublizi vta¢ikom
ani ludom.

Video vzniklo ako vysledok mdéjho pobytu na streche Vymenniku v Kosiciach. Je to budova byvalého vymen-
nika tepla pre okolité sidlisko, ktora bola v ramci projektov Eurdpske hlavné mesto kultury 2013 pretransfor-
movana na vymennik kultiry. V. mojom videu navrhujem, aby sa tieto vymenniky stali obetnym barankom
pre polystyrénové hniezda pre vtaciky a pokryli sa jedlou omietkou.

https://youtu.be/FGBpiOgF-Mk

INSULATION HERO

2013
video, 03:53

In this videoessay I made reaction to the polystyrene insulation boom of blocks of flats. I shared the warning
message for all the blocks of flats, that they are in danger by the birds. The birds could make their nest in
these polystyrene blocks. Then I came as the new hero and I have the idea how to save the people, insulations
and the birds.

The video is a result of my living at the roof of Vymennik, which is the technical building (the heating trans-
formator) transformed during the European city of culture projects to the cultural place and the interface for
the culture. In my video I also recommend that the Vymennik should be the obet and the birds could build
the polystyrene nests in Vymennik.




PLAVAJUCE KAMENE
2013
video, 12 minut

Casto som navstevoval jedno podivuhodné miesto na konci mesta - jazero kombinované so skladkou staveb-
ného odpadu. Medzi odpadom ma esteticky zaujali objekty, ktoré vyzerali ako kamenné okruhliaky, a pritom
plavali romanticky na hladine.

V tomto videu som sa snazil na zaklade tohto objavu predstavit ¢o najviac podnikatelskych, krajinarskych a
estetickych moznosti vyuzitia. Plavajuce kamene som zbieral, aranzoval, fotografoval, presadzoval ako novy
mddny hit v Style fengsuej a plaval medzi nimi na vlastnorucne vyrobenej plti zo stavebného odpadu, ako
navrh na turistické vyuzitie aj samotného jazera.

»-..51kora sa dobromyselne podujal tento svojrdazny kit zeme spropagovat. Nad koliziou Zivelnej vystavby s divou
prirodou svieti idylicky mesiac; v dalsSom bezprizornom zdbere sedi elegantnd vdzka na tilomku dreva. Oproti
niektorym nekompromisnym vysokym zdanrom, ktoré chcu filmovii hudbu pouzivat pravdivo (len ak je jej zdroj
sucastou deja), scény Plavajiicich kameriov podfarbuje otrepany podmaz na sposob dzijskych harmonizujiicich
melddii s populdrnym feng-suej motivom. Video sa vymedzuje voci standardu marketingovych reldcii, aby sa mu
inde Specifickym sposobom priblizovalo.“ Mira Keratova, text k online vystave na www.artycok.tv

https://youtu.be/xcCtyaBobTo
with ENGLISH SUBTITLES
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FLOATING STONES
2013
video, 12 minutes

I often visited one place on my trips - the beatiful lake wasted by the construction waste. I founded the inte-
resting objects there, stone pebbles made from construction waste, floating on the water.

In this video I tried to develop all the creative possibilities for these stones, as entrepreneur, landscape lover
or trend setter in aesthetics. I collected the floating stones and I made the beatiful arranged pictures of them,
then I described it as the new feng shuej trend. Then I made my own raft made from construction waste and
developed the new touristic possibilities for this kind of romantic country.

»...Sikora has resolved to advertise this distinctive corner of land. There is an idyllic moon shining down on the
collision of unrestrained construction works and wild nature; in the next forlorn scene there is a dragonfly sitting
on a splinter of wood. In comparison to some uncompromising high genres that aim to use film music truly (that
is, only when its source belongs to the story), the scenes of Floating Stones are underscored by a corny sound-
track a la Asiatic harmonizing melodies with the popular feng shui motif. Though the video distances itself from
the standard of marketing shows, it draws on it elsewhere in a specific way.“ Mira Keratova, text for the online
exhibition, www.artycok.tv




TESENIE

2014
video, 10:57

V tejto videoeseji som si vyskusal, ¢i dokazem predstavovat rolu gurua alebo duchovného vodcu. Objavil
som novy prostriedok na zlepSenie nalady obyvatelstva a vSetkymi prostriedkami sa svoje posolstvo snazim
$irit. Spominany novy vynalez spo&iva v umelom vyvolani tedenia sa - TESBY, tym Ze zacnete ¢o najrychlejsie
poskakovat. Argumenty, ktoré Vas o tom maju presvedcit si doprevadzané analyzou podobnych ludskych
prejavov, napriklad punkového tanca pogo, alebo virdlnych videi Harlem shake.

»...A pravé ted ho nejvic zajimd, jak doptdt kazdému z nds pozitivni vibrace a radostnou energii. Asi trochu vi-
hdte... je to dealer nebo novy ponékud vystredni, ale skromny guru? Nahlédneme-li pomoci této vystavy alespori
na chvili Erikovi do hlavy i do kuchyné: Potom zdlezi uz jen na nds samotnych, nakolik nds okouzli pouze for-
ma, navrhované strategie ¢i dokumentované ukdzky tesenia sa. Pokud ndhodou sugestivni nabidce podlehnete,
nevdhejte se natocit; a své téseni se poslete ddl, sdilejte ho.“ Katarina Uhlifova, text k vystave Tesenie, Bratislava

»-..Erik Sikora a jeho umenie, ¢i uz ide o jeho videoeseje, alebo hudobné projekty, prindsa do nasich Zivotov
pozitivnu energiu, pohlad na rézne problémy z tej jasnejsej stranky ako i autorove vlastné moZnosti rieseni
analyzovanych situdcit. ,,Ihriskom’; inspiracnym zdrojom, pracoviiou, ako i laboratoriom je pre Erika sam Zivot,
bezprostredné prostredie, ktoré ho obklopuje, priroda, mesto, rodina, priatelia, ale niekedy i zdvaznejsie socidl-
no-spolocenské problémy, na ktoré sa snazi poukdzat pre neho priznacnym, mozno na prvy pohlad naivnym a
zlah¢ujucim spésobom. V mojich ociach je Erik Sikora pozitivnym aktivistom intuitivne, ako i vedome vyhlada-
vajlicim kladné stranky a riesenia konkrétnych tém s nevycerpatelnou energiou a kreativitou.“

Katarina Slaninova, recenzia vystavy TeSenie, Bratislava

https://youtu.be/S3bpeeNh-a8
with ENGLISH SUBTITLES

JOYNESS

2014
video, 10:57

In this videoessay I tried to feel myself as guru or spiritual leader. I invented the brand new method to enrich
your life and make you feel good and I collected all the possibilities to share it. It is called TESBA (JOYING)
and it is the way how to develop the good feeling with jumping up and down as fast as possible. I also analy-
zed the other similiar procedures in human history, for example the punk dance - pogo, or the viral videos
Harlem shake.




I LOVE KOSICE (%)

2014
video, 04:56

Prednaska o tom, ako sa tvorivo prizivit na logu rodného mesta, aké turistické a internetové ritudly by sa s
nim dali urobit.

https://youtu.be/yBcnGOgItNM

I LOVE KOSICE (%)

2014
video, 04:56

This is my own lecture of how to parasite on the logo of my hometown Kosice, and how I can develop the
new internet and touristic rituals from it.




DZUMELEC: COTTAGE KEYS

2019
video, 02:18

Skladam pesnicky v ktorych sa pomocou textu snazim zachytit pribehy mojich performance prelinanych s
realnym Zivotom, aby sa stali legendarnymi. Takato pesnickova forma skima moznosti dokumentacie ne-
hmotnych zazitkov a happeningov.

Tieto pesnicky prelinam s zZivymi performativnymi prednaskami, alebo ich $irim internetom ako zakonzervo-
vané spomienky www.bandcamp.com/dzumelec

Vsetky pesnicky su v slovencine, tato pesnicka Cottafe keys je prvym pokusom o pretlmocenie do anglictiny. !

https://youtu.be/BD7YKfyrzc8
SONG IN ENGLISH

DZUMELEC: COTTAGE KEYS

2019

video, 02:18

I am transforming my performance stories or true stories of my life to songs to make it legendary and to
experiment with the ways of documentations of ephemeral happenings.

This is English version of my Slovak song:

lyrics:

Two hours in the car

I finally see our cottage

Two hours in the car

But I forget to bring my keys

What do we do? What do we do? What do we do? Go back, no
What do we do? What do we do? What do we do? Be sad, no
What do we do? What do we do? What do we do? Go break in, ok

Through window there is no chance
and through the door we need

the driller with

some thief

Mister

neighbour

Can you remember me?

Mister neighbour

Can you be my thief?

Mister neighbour

Can you drill this lock for me? Ok

Lights on lock, lights on lock
Neighbour please drill this little bastard
Lights on lock, lights on lock
Neighbour thanks, you saved us

This feeling when you come into cottage
This feeling when you solved catastrophy
Ok




PLT VAREHU
STATUS KRAJINARA

2017-2018
zivy landartovy happening
video, 04:20

V spolupraci so $tudentami Fakulty umeni v Kosiciach sme robili plenéry po zabudnutych zakutiach vychod-
ného Slovenska. Cielom plenérov bolo spravat sa ¢o najviac postinternetovo, byt v krajine a zaroven online
cez 4G siete.

Jeden z plenérov sa odohral na Dolnom Zempline, v troskach impéria podivného podnikatela Mikulasa
Varehu, sediaceho vo vizeni. V ramci svojich velkolepych podnikatelskych planov plnych danovych tnikov

a stavieb bez povolenia postavil napriklad na nelegélne roz$irenom jazierku Vareha beach, plavajuci dreveny
rezort na ktorom pristaval svojim vrtulnikom na plavajucom heliporte.

V case nasej navstevy boli z Vareha Beach len trosku, a tak sme sa nalodili na zvysky heliportu a oboplavali
jazero na pocest Varehu. Tohto happeningu sa chytila miestna rybarska rodina a nezavazne to po nas zopako-
vali.

https://youtu.be/baT8O6WBDLY

THE BOAT FOR VAREHA
STATUS OF LANDSCAPIST

2017-2018
live landart happening
video, 04:20

Me and the students of Faculty of Arts at Technical university Kosice organized plein airs in forgotten places
of east Slovakia with the possibility of internet sensation. We tried to be as postinternet as we could be, feel
the offline landscape and be online through 4G at the same time.

The lower Zemplin, part of east Slovakia is the area of strange bussinessman Mikula$ Vareha, now in prison.
His bussiness activities covers the illegal buildings or the resort Vareha beach floating on the water to trick
the laws. We came to the ruins of Vareha beach and we found lost floating heliport which we used as boat for
crossing the lake. The fisherman family saw as and they repeated our performance, so we hopefully started
the new ritual for blessing the poetic pirate bussinessman Vareha.




DAZDOVNIK
2017
video, 08:42

Slovenské meno pre vtacika, ktory sa v latinc¢ine vola Apus a v angli¢ine Swift, je dazdovnik, ¢o je dost ne-
dodstojné meno pre najrychlejsieho vtacika na svete.

Prostrednictvom videa a pesnicky navrhujem premenovanie dazdovnika, pre jeho lepsiu reklamu a tym aj
ochranu.

https://youtu.be/bh4WGALKVdIM

Dzumelec: Dazdovnik

SWIFT

2017
video, 08:42

Slovak name for the special bird Apus apus (swift) not sounds like good name for the fastest bird in the \/
world. I try to find the alternative name for it to make better promo for the swifts. : '| < .- ,‘\q

" Podrobnosti zobrazite pa&tivanim
W



HE] TA TREBA DAKUS

2017
video, 07:27
and album of songs in Slovak language

Ked ides s koc¢iarom na prechadzku ako kazdy den, a tvoj sused ta vidi a vie Ze ide$ na prechadzku, a napriek
tomu sa opyta ¢i ides na prechadzku, ¢o mu odpovies?

Tato pesnicka a video sa snazi najst univerzalnu odpoved situovant do dialektu vychodného Slovenska, ako
potencialnu odpoved na vsetky small talky.

https://youtu.be/aF9DT4xu434

HE] TA TREBA DAKUS untranslatable

2017
video, 07:27
and album of songs in Slovak language

When you go for a walk as usual and your neighbour asks you where you go even if he knows that you go for
a walk, what is your answer? This song is covering the searching the best answer for every small talk question
in east Slovak slang language.




Z1Y ZAJO MI OTVORIL OCI

2017
video, 03:20

Te$im sa, Ze moje vided si Zijui na internete svojim Zivotom a zazivaji toho este viac ako ja. Video TESENIE si
vsimol jeden vplyvnejsi slovensky youtuber a exemplarne sa z neho smial, ¢im nahuckal svojich fantusikov na
vlnu komentarov pod moje videa. Kedze som chcel experimentovat s moznostami byt vnimany ako youtuber,
natocil som videoodpoved, v ktorej som zozbieral vSetky nenavistné komentare a na zaklade nich som pokor-
ne slubil, Ze sa polep$im a budem normalny.

https://youtu.be/3L{82gxzTIM

YOUTUBER ZLY ZAJO (BAD RABBIT) OPENS MY EYES

2014
video, 04:56

The video TESENIE / JOYNESS lives its own life on the internet. One famous Slovak youtuber make funny-
-critical-makefool video based on joking, which gives me more haters and more popularity. I wanted to have
my youtuber honor, so I made video reply, where I collected all the hater comments and make apologize
speech that I will be normal.

The communication, fanclubs, comments, connections - this is good material for studying of possibilities of
art interventions in big ocean of internet.
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HAKEN HASHTAG
2017

ziva performance na ulici v Prahe v ramci festivalu svetla Signal
video, 11:50

Ked vymysli§ novy symbol, ktory vyzera ako mutacia hashtagu a hakového kriza, takyto symbol vzbudzuje
asociacie, mojim snom vsak bolo, aby ste ho vnimali e$te ako prazdny symbol bez ziadneho vyznamu.

Je na vas, ¢i ho zacnete pouzivat v zlom alebo dobrom svetle, ja pontkam ¢isty prazdny symbol na volné
Sirenie.

Dobrovolnici na ulici si mohli dat tento symbol nastriekat $abléonou na oblecenie $pecialnym sprejom, ktory
je neviditelny, ale reflexny, takze je vidiet iba na fotografiach urobenych s bleskom.

https://youtu.be/IXQIQA0Ib7g

HAKEN HASHTAG
2017

live performance at Signal festival of light, Prague
video, 11:50

When you invent the new symbol, which looks like the mutation of hashtag and swastika. You have these
associations but I wanted to see this symbol as new symbol without meaning, with empty meaning. I promo-
ted this new symbol as my invention which you can use for anything, and it is up to you if you fill this symbol
with good or bad meanings.

I sprayed this symbol with invisible but reflective spray, so you can see this secret symbol only on photos
made with flash. Volunteers could have sprayed this symbol on their dress, so they could be the first repre-
sentantives of the new empty movement.




MESIACIKAR CI MRACIKAR
PRVA POSTINTERNETOVA VYSTAVA

2017
live performance vystava
videodokumentacia, 19:04

Ak by sme sa tvarili, ze reagovat na postinternet je novy trend, ktory bezpodmiene¢ne obehne planétu, po-
tom sa ja zahrdm na vierozvestcu postinternetu na Slovensku.

Vystava sa odohrala formou komentovanej prehliadky zdanlivo prazdnym priestorom galérie.

Pri pohlade cez smartfén so zapnutym svetielkom vsak divak uvidi nieco, ¢o nevidi volnym okom, jeho
smartfon sa tak stava Sikovnejsim ako on sam. Po osvieteni smartfénom divaci vidia tajomné nasprejované
odkazy viazuce sa k mojim pribehom a legendam o tom ako som sa chcel stat ¢o najpostinternetovejsim umel
com Slovenska.

https://youtu.be/j0lizkHve]l

MOONER OR CLOUDER
as the new word for hater
The first postinternet exhibition in Slovakia

2017
live performance vystava
videodokumentacia, 19:04

If postinternet is new fashion trend, then I want to bring postinternet to Slovakia.

The first postinternet exhibition consists of walk through the empty space of gallery with artist talk.

When you turn on the light on your smartphone, you can see something on the screen, which you can not
see by naked eye. Your smarphone is smarter than you. It is because of secret sprayed symbols connected to
artist talk about the postinternet stories of Slovak artist.




VIZUALNA POEZIA A DATEL

2016-2017
video, 05:04

Precitovanie sochdrskych a nesochdrskych materidlov a zjemnovanie samého seba v kontraste s bolestami

ostatného Zivota.
Spracované ako bluesové nariekanie nad idelom umelca.

https://youtu.be/1A00azHa-Ag

VISUAL POETRY AND WOODPECKER

2014
video, 04:56

Tuning the feelings of relationships for sculptural or other materials in confrontation with the painful real
life.

Turned to the sad blues for roles of sensitive artists.

tunim si poé




MIMOZEMSKE ZAHRADKARSTVO
PREDPOVEDE A POPOVEDE

2016

zivé performativne prednasky
zachytené videom

36:03

52:55

Zivé prednasky v galerijnych priestoroch Brna a Nitry kombinujtice sucht vysokoskolskt prednasku s pave-
deckym vykladom, dealerskym presvied¢anim a folkovym koncertom.

Témou prednasok bol spdsob, ako presvedcit fudstvo, ze na zaklade laske ku krase kvetov by sme sa mali ako
ludstvo stat opelova¢mi cudzich planét.

https://youtu.be/Ftvu64rabFE
https://youtu.be/G5E2atMLQEc

GARDENING FOR OTHER PLANETS
FORECASTS AND AFTERCASTS

live performative presentations
videodocumentations

36:03

52:55

Performative lectures, combination of boring university lecture, pseudo science experiments, folk concert
and dealer presentations.

Topics of presentation: loving the flowers could helps the meaning of life for all mankind and other planets.




TROJKOPCEKOVE SRDCE EUROPY

2018
video, 07:04

Trojkopcekové srdiecko ako novy sposob povedania I love NY po slovensky, a jeho rozbor na zaklade ne-
priznanych vlastnosti slovenskej identity. ich turistického potencialu a ozdravenia brandingového potencialu
Slovenska.

https://youtu.be/lp4FXdD4lKE
with ENGLISH SUBTITLES

THREE HILLOCKS HEART OF EUROPE

2018
video, 07:04

Three hillocks heart as the new way of saying I love NY, but for Slovakia. Rebranding of the national symbols
can encover the problems of national identity.




INTERMAGNET - Magnetky sucasnych Kosic

2018

magnetkové suveniry

texty na stene

instalacia Siestich chladniciek s rodinnymi zbierkami magnetiek z vybranych rodinnych zbierok
VUNU Gallery, Kosice

Skumanie rodného mesta a hladanie drobnych detailov alebo poetiky nefunkénosti, ktoré by sa mohli pre-
transformovat do buducich legiend o st¢asnych Kosiciach. Tieto osobné zazitky pretransformované na
najpopularnejsi suvenir suc¢asnosti, turistické magnetky. Umiestnis si ich doma na chladnicku a sluzia ti ako
shortcuty pre pribehy s nimi spojené.

Vystava pozostavala zo $iestich chladniciek s autentickymi zbierkami magnetiek zo Siestich rodin, a pomedzi
to schované moje navrhy magnetiek, vystavny priestor akoby pokusné laboratérium magnetkového umelca.
Na stene oproti brainstormingové texty s pribehmi vzniku jednotlivych magnetiek.

Solar & horse power. Kosice -

INTERMAGNET - magnets of contemporary Kosice

magnets - souvenirs,

texts on the wall,

installation of six refrigerators with selected family magnets collections
VUNU Gallery, Kosice

Exploring of small poetic details or situations of my hometown Kosice, transfered to souvenirs, magnets for
your refrigerators, shortcuts of stories. Make legends for the future.

Exhibition consists of six refrigerators with six collections of magnets from different families, and with my
magnets interventions. Every magnet has own story, written on the opposite wall.

KOSICE

'NETREBA KOSIC.






